
20 • LAWN & GARDEN RETAILER • JANUARY 2018

Holidays in the Garden State

MERCHANDISING

Get a jumpstart on planning for your 2018 holiday season by seeing the November highlights 
from more than a dozen garden centers throughout New Jersey and Long Island, New York.

By Abby Kleckler

Atlantic Nursery & Garden Shop
Freeport, New York

Each scene at Atlantic Nursery & Garden Shop was unique. A tree bark shower 
curtain offered an inexpensive backdrop for a woodland holiday, while fabric, 
wallpaper and a faux fireplace made other spaces cozy. With every bow, wreath and 
garland throughout the store handcrafted, it was important to display signs to tell 
customers they can customize.
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New in 2018 to  
 QMT Windchimes 
We’re excited to be moving   
to our new showroom in  
 AmericasMart Atlanta  
 Gardens! Ninth Floor,  
 Suite 9-B-82. Come hear  
 us in our new space this  
 January!

Starting in January, our  
 best-selling Corinthian   
Bells® will be available  
 in our popular Plum color.

Lakeshore MelodiesTM, our newest 
brand, joins the QMT family,  
featuring exquisite woodwork,  
 and musical upgrades usually  
 reserved for all-metal chimes.

QMT WINDCHIMES 
800-345-2530 
www.qmtwindchimes.com 
sales@qmtwindchimes.com
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Barlow’s
Sea Girt, New Jersey

Pine cones are hard to price out, 
but a Fill-A-Bag bar at Barlow’s 
made shopping easy while becoming 
a focal point. Mini poinsettias in 
a festive container made for a 
quick grab-and-go option, while 
deciding on a custom bow also was 
simplified with each ribbon priced 
per yard and examples of each size 
on display. A minimal effort photo 
booth with wood, wrapping paper 
and evergreens gave people a place 
to snap a picture and share their 
time at Barlow’s.
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THE ONE THEY ASK FOR BY NAME!

CHEF JEFF’S collection

Bert R. Hybels, Inc. 1-800-4-HYBELS or email ChefJeffs@hybels.com

• Over 100 Varieties!
• Exclusive to Independent Garden Centers
• Higher margins, better sell thru
• Point of purchase materials available

Hicks Nurseries
Westbury, New York

From the moment you entered into 
Hicks Nurseries, you could tell it was 
Christmas with images and garland off 
the ceiling to poinsettias at eye level. 
“The Spirit of Christmas” animated 
walkthrough was a free activity meant 
especially for the children in the group, 
as was Santa’s Mailbox where kids would 
get mail back from Santa. What looked 
like window frames made the perfect 
backdrop for various wreaths.
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Reynolds
Manahawkin, New Jersey

Reynolds has a relatively small space but really 
amped it up for the holidays. A wreath wall 
draws your attention while still in the parking 
lot, and then fun displays and poinsettias on a 
ladder keep you shopping in the greenhouse. 
The store’s tagline also gained my attention: “A 
Garden Lifestyle for All Four Seasons.”

MERCHANDISING
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Fairfield Garden Center
Fairfield, New Jersey

At Fairfield Garden 
Center, trees hung from the 
greenhouse structure, and 
each post along the way 
had reminders for tree bags 
and the company’s 50th 
anniversary. Adding burlap 
created living decorations 
perfect for customers to keep 
for themselves or give as a 
gift. Indoors, a huge lighting 
section allowed shoppers to 
see what the Christmas lights 
would look like in or outside 
their homes.
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Serving Specialty Stores since 1994
1.800.626.1114 info@achla.com

Showroom - The Gardens® 
AmericasMart Building ❷ #9A37

www.achla.com

OFB-10B

WT-03 FT-46 FT-48VTT-01Solar Sparkle Cones

OFC-03

DESIGNS

McNaughton’s Gardens
Somers Point, New Jersey

It’s hard to see green when you first walk 
into a garden center in November, but 
McNaughton’s Gardens accomplished this 
with houseplants and poinsettias. It also 
partnered with the Gaudio’s “G” Boys to 
create an animation wonderland in the store 
for adults and children to walk through for 
a small fee. Some scenes were sponsored by 
local businesses and others showcased this 
year’s Batman theme. In addition to Santa 
visits, McNaughton’s also brings in face 
painting and pony rides.
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Brock Farms
Freehold, New Jersey

With more than 40,000 square feet 
of Christmas, there was no shortage 
of things to look at, and buy, at Brock 
Farms. Two things that caught my eye 
were the intricate garlands wrapped 
around every doorframe and the 
toy soldiers standing at attention to 
give the Christmas tree lot that little 
something extra. 

MERCHANDISING
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MULTI-SITE 
CONNECTIVITY 

AND 
OPERATIONS 

FUNCTIONALITY

GREEN STOCK 
INVENTORY 

MANAGEMENT

ADVANCED 
PRODUCTION 
AND KITTING 
CAPABILITIES

DELIVERY AND 
LANDSCAPE 

SERVICE 
SUPPORT

INTEGRATED 
CRM AND 

MARKETING 
TOOLS

CUSTOM DESIGNED 
FOR GARDEN 

CENTERS, NURSERIES 
AND GREENHOUSES.

MOBILE,
RUGGED, AND
EASY TO USE.

Grow your business with the 

               

  for green retailers!
BEST  

POINT-OF-SALE SYSTEM

For more than a decade, Rapid Garden POS has been nurturing and growing our specially built 
garden center solution—creating tools that go above and beyond a standard off-the-shelf POS 

system. If you want to better control your inventory, streamline your processes, and improve your 
customer reach, let us show you how Rapid Garden POS can help you grow your business.

Request your FREE demo today!
rapidgardenpos.com/lgrmag

(619) 916-4354

© 2018 Rapid POS. All rights reserved.

rapid
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© 2017 JRM Chemical, Inc.

Learn more today at: 
www.soilmoist.com
1-800-962-4010

Give Your Customers the verY Best
Introducing two new growing innovations from JRM

Cultivate Greater Customer Satisfaction with JRM Soil Moist Solutions.

With NitroGreenWithout NitroGreen

WaterAide
Hybrid wetting agent, soil penetrant and drift retardant:  
Reduces plant waterings while boosting fertilizer and  
nutrient uptake for healthier plants. 
• Increases the efficiency of water
• Increases water penetration in the soil, reduces water runoff
• Spreads water evenly through the soil
• Each 3oz. package treats 60 gallons of water
• Available in 3oz. bags and bulk sizes

NitroGreen 13-0-0
Organic, all-purpose soluble fertilizer for plants, vegetables and lawns: 
Promotes vigorous growth with no burning since it is plant based.
• 100% water soluble fertilizer
•  Highest nitrogen available in the organic industry— 

greater plant growth & establishment
• OMRI approved
•  Available in 14oz. bags, 2 pound jars  

and commercial sizes

Kale's Nursery & Landscape Service
Princeton, New Jersey

Every area of the store received a holiday 
makeover including the birding department, 
complete with bird-themed trees, and the 
ceiling, which had garland and ornaments 
hanging throughout. A fireplace facade with 
a box of wood sat right next to Santa's chair 
for when he comes to visit the garden center, 
and fabric on the walls, such as this holly 
pattern, differentiated each space.
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Learn more today at: 
www.soilmoist.com
1-800-962-4010

Give Your Customers the verY Best
Introducing two new growing innovations from JRM

Cultivate Greater Customer Satisfaction with JRM Soil Moist Solutions.

With NitroGreenWithout NitroGreen

WaterAide
Hybrid wetting agent, soil penetrant and drift retardant:  
Reduces plant waterings while boosting fertilizer and  
nutrient uptake for healthier plants. 
• Increases the efficiency of water
• Increases water penetration in the soil, reduces water runoff
• Spreads water evenly through the soil
• Each 3oz. package treats 60 gallons of water
• Available in 3oz. bags and bulk sizes

NitroGreen 13-0-0
Organic, all-purpose soluble fertilizer for plants, vegetables and lawns: 
Promotes vigorous growth with no burning since it is plant based.
• 100% water soluble fertilizer
•  Highest nitrogen available in the organic industry— 

greater plant growth & establishment
• OMRI approved
•  Available in 14oz. bags, 2 pound jars  

and commercial sizes
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Bob’s Garden Center
Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey

Driving down the street, it 
was hard to miss Bob’s Garden 
Center, decked out with bright 
snowflakes and dozens of 
inflatables. Once inside, the gift 
area was beyond impressive, 
and from that department 
you had a straight view of a 
cyclamen display with Santa 
Claus drawing shoppers into the 
greenhouse. A large miniature 
gardening display encouraged 
an update for winter, while 
staff were easily accessible with 
special uniforms for the season.

There’s only so much we can fit within the 
pages of the magazine, but we visited even 
more stops on hour holiday garden center 
trip such as those shown here. Get online and 
visit www.lgrmag.com/inspirationbook for 
hundreds of ideas from garden centers across 
the country. 

Looking for More 
Inspiration?

Kale's Nursery 
& Landscape Service Laurel Oak Garden Center Calgo Gardens
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