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Retail Inspiration at California 

Spring Trials:

Put these ideas from plant breeders at CAST into your own retail displays.

A fter a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19, the team at 
Lawn & Garden Retailer hit the road in late March to 
attend California Spring Trials (CAST).

 Not only did we witness some breathtaking plants in the 

pipeline for 2023, we also were inspired by the displays put 
together by the plant-breeding companies. Here are photos 
of some of those displays and marketing concepts — we 
hope they serve as a muse for your own retail displays.

MERCHANDISING

By Stephen Kloosterman

A few places we visited were ready 
and waiting for photo opportunities. 
Danziger had a backdrop of a 1960s 
minibus complete with hippie 
headgear, colorful pins and snarky 
signs, under the tagline “California 
Dreamin’.”

Selfie Stations

Part 1
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MERCHANDISING

Circle 110

Benary created all of the ingredients for a 
wedding to showcase the potential of its 
latest ptilotus, ‘Matilda’, for use in cut-flower 
arrangements. Not only did it make the 
flowers look good, the wedding altar/drinks 
bar was a great place for a toast and a photo. 

Up to the Chapel
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highmowingseeds.com/wholesale

for Resellers
100% Organic and Non-GMO Vegetable, 

Flower, and Herb Seed Racks

Carrot     
Daucus carota

Miami: Consistently uniform cylindrical roots with ex-

ceptionally sweet carroty flavor. Bright orange roots 

grow stouter as they mature with attractive feathery 

tops. Well adapted for early or main season. Very long 

storage, retains its great flavor long into the winter. 

Planting Tips: Carrots are hardy biennials that can tol-

erate light frosts. Best quality arises from raised beds 

with loosened soils. Direct seed as soon as soil can 

be worked in the spring through mid-summer.  Optimal 

soil temperature for germination is 65–75°F. Cut tops 

for improved storage in refrigerator.
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Pepper     

Capsicum annuum

Carmen: The standard-bearer for sweet Italian frying 

peppers in the Corno di Toro class. Early maturing 

fruit on medium-sized plants can be harvested at 

green or allowed to ripen to a deep red. Unbelievably 

sweet and crisp flavor.

Planting Tips: Peppers are long season, heat-loving 

annuals which require transplanting to reach full 

maturity in most areas. Start transplants 6–8 weeks 

before planting date, after the danger of frost. Optimal 

soil temperature for germination is 75–85°F. Harvest 

promptly to encourage higher yields of ripe fruit.
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Sunflower 
Helianthus annuus

Hopi Black Dye: A Hopi heirloom prized for its purple-
black seeds, used especially for dying baskets and 
great for de-hullling. The massively tall flowers have 
classic yellow rays around purple-black centers. 

Planting Tips: Sunflowers are tender annuals that do 
well in a variety of soils and do not need much care. 
Attract pollinators. Bloom time is late summer into fall. 
Direct seed as soon as chance of frost has passed. 
Transplants can be started 3–4 weeks before planting 
date. Harvest for cut flowers when flowers are just 
beginning to open.
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highmowingseeds.com/wholesale

Stay tuned for more retail 
ideas from CAST'22 in Part 2 of 
this article in the June issue.

Circle 111

Several companies made unique use of 
hanging baskets. Ball Horticultural hung a 
bunch of its Beacon Impatiens in the shape of 
a heart. Dümmen Orange hung a few dozen 
from a circular metal frame, creating sort of 
an arbor where attendees were surrounded by 
the company’s colorful innovations.

Hanging 10 ... 
or 20


