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Marketing

By Abby Kleckler

These garden centers have maximized the space near the road to catch the eye 
of potential shoppers as they drive past. 
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1.  Jeff Webeler, president of White Oak Gardens, and his team used large 
dimensional lumber to build a massive Adirondack chair. “It’s not uncommon 

for people to stop, sit in it, take pictures and post them on social media sites like 
Facebook,” Webeler says. “Make it a distinct color and put your logo on display.” 

2.  Straw bale artwork, such as this replica of a minion from a popular animated 
movie, change frequently and are hard to miss. “They’re pretty inexpensive in 

terms of the impact it has when people drive by and take notice,” Webeler says. 
“It just takes a lot of spray paint.” 

3.  An employee’s old Volkswagen was no longer in working order, but it was still 
in good enough condition for White Oak Gardens to make it a focal point. 

“We normally have flowers in it, and one holiday we put a huge Christmas tree on 
it and lit it up with lights,” Webeler says. “We have lots of people stopping to get 
their picture taken with it.”

4.  Banners from a local sign company stand up to the weather 
elements. They last a couple years and are changed out 

seasonally. “We have about 25,000 cars a day going past us, 
but we’re in a neighborhood setting,” Webeler says. “A lot of 
potential customers drive up and down daily.”

5.      A front landscape is one of the easiest ways White Oak 
Gardens shows off their products. “We try to use lots of 

color: annuals in the spring and summer and pansies in the fall,” 
Webeler says. “It’s a very inexpensive form of advertising and 
that’s the type of business we’re in.”
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SERVING THE INDUSTRY SINCE 1957

Helping Garden Centers Look Their Best!

•   Prime galvanized steel for indoor & outdoor use

•   Economical long-term alternative to plastic signs

•   Durable galvanized construction for years of use

•   Available in assortment of standard & custom sizes

Largest Manufacturer of Steel Landscape Edging &
Galvanized Nursery Sign Holders in the Industry

Double Face Hanging Sign

Stacked Sign Holder

Bedding Plant Sign Holder

Poster Sign Holder
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1.  “We’re in a very restrictive township, so we’re not allowed 
to have signs,” says Kathy Warner, owner. “We needed 

something big.” These elephants were purchased from an artist 
at the local ArtPrize competition in Grand Rapids, Michigan. “The 
elephants are the best thing we ever did,” Warner says. “People 
come by and see them, and we’re supporting the community.”

2.  Harder & Warner’s digital sign has been grandfathered in by 
the township. They have everything programmed for when 

they want it to switch. “We’ve found it is less expensive but 
more effective to go with a one-color sign rather than the newer 
ones that are multi-color,” Warner says. “Multi-colored signs are 
gorgeous, but that isn’t what you want. You want people to be 
able to read it.”

3.  The front of the property and the front of the store are  
always fresh. “We keep our evergreen plants and shrubs 

year-round so that we always look green,” Warner says. “And 
then with whatever is flowering at the time, we put in pops of 
color.”  
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