Think warm thoughts. Why? Because the Garden Centers of America (GCA) Holiday Tour in Minnesota is
upon us, and depending on where you are in the country, warm spring weekends might feel light years
away. So hang up your parka, grab a warm drink and check out some hot ideas from the GCA Summer
Tour this past summer in Orlando.

By Pete Mihalek

Fun With Signage

No one can say Florida garden centers are without
a sense of humor. Here are a few signs that will
bring a smile to any gardener.
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A Little

From maps to event calendars to variety-specific handouts,
Rockledge Gardens does an excellent job keeping its cus-
tomers in the know — providing plenty of helpful information
at every turn.

Dirty Hands

Nudge your customers into getting their hands
dirty. Lukas Nursery offers free potting soil to
those gardeners who buy their plants and pot
them up at the store.
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Keep It Together

Lukas Nursery and Kerby’s Nursery know many new :
gardeners are dealing with smaller plots of land. :
That's why they keep things simple and together — :
offering Earthbox and square-foot garden kits.
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A Road More Traveled

The new walkway at Kerby’s Nursery IR a0 TBIE. 000000000000 c00000000000 0 4 4 IUSRRNRE :
makes it easy for customers and carts : ;

to get around. The boardwalk’s race-
Show your customers it's easy to be creative,

track layout removes dead ends and | able | a
adds a new and improved shopability
like these easy-to-replicate centerpieces at

to the store.
Rock City Gardens.

Toll Free: 1-877-985-0405
wiww. rcsgifts.com
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ADD COLORS
to the gorden

all year Iong.,. -

Order now for immediate delivery.
and get ready for next spring.
Enquire about our specials..

1.800.439.6393

sales@kitras.com

530 Dickson Drive
Fergus ON NIM 2W7

www.kitras.com
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Have a Seat

A sunny summer afternoon spent out

in the plants can get pretty hot. Every
| :Ou n d |t Out . stop on this summer’s tour had plenty
. of take-a-break seating for customers,

and most of it was under shade. ¥¢_

Displays on the parking lot? Add some
large stones to create a border that helps
hide plastic pots.

PLANTS WILL BLOOM
BEFORE YOUR EYES
Timelapse PlantCam automatically creates timelapse
movies. Discover how your garden grows and

watch an entire growing season bloom in a matter
of minutes.

Creating an
EXxperience

Lukas Nursery is a ‘if you're going to do some-
thing, do it well’ kind of place, especially when
it comes to butterflies. From events, butterfly-
friendly plants, educational signage and a con-
servatory (the only butterfly conservatory in
Central Florida), Lukas Nursery provides visi-
tors a memorable butterfly experience.

Available From Your Favorite Distributor:
Arett, Gold Crest, Prince, Fosters, Excel, Commerce, Southern States

PlantCam’ from WINGSCAPES', maker of the Audubon BirdCam and BirdCam 2.0

1-888-811-WING (9464) www.wingscapes.com
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