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GREEN GOODS

Green by Nature,
Vibrant by Design

R

-
o

R

-lrl

BT . W

If you're wondering how to step up
your garden center’s sustainable
offerings, start with easy-care,
eco-friendly succulents.

By Kerstin P. Ouellet

y now, everybody has heard about sustain-

able gardening, sustainable business prac-

tices and the environmentally conscious

movement in general. The two things that

surprise me about sustainable practices are
that it took so long to catch on this side of the Atlantic
and the mind-boggling speed at which it’s spreading
now that it has. The green movement seems to be
everywhere: in the media, ads, stores and even where
you’d least expect it — such as oil companies — which
makes you wonder whether it’s a true company phi-
losophy or simply a marketing gig.

Considering that we're the original and true green
industry — and not the “bad guys” who produce green-
house gases, as some people falsely believe — we have
a tremendous opportunity and obligation to emerge
as leaders in sustainable practices and as stewards for
the environment.

But with all the hoopla surrounding it, one can’t
blame garden retailers for being overwhelmed and
confused about what to do and where to begin. It’s
not easy being green, and you don’t have to be a frog
to know that. The good news is that green alternatives
are there for the asking. It’s not something the market
needs to scramble to produce; they are there, tried
and true or sometimes new, and you might already
have them in your product mix. You just need to capi-
talize on their green factor and present them in the
right light to your customers.

Succulents: the Truly “Green” Plants
Succulents have what it takes to become the poster
children for sustainable gardening. What makes them
so “green” by definition is their environmentally
friendly character. Water conservation is indisputably
a hot issue right now, whether because of mandatory
Echeveria subrigida ‘Fire and Ice’ water restrictions in light of severe drought or simply
out of responsibility to conserve such a precious and
limited resource. So a plant that uses little water is
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pretty much automatically a
good plant, but even better are
those that don’t lack in color,
vivacity and consumer appeal.
They’re not only environmen-
tally friendly but also easy to
care for and low maintenance,

Sk h® sustainability

retail guide

attributes that today’s busy
generations appreciate more
than ever. Because they are so
easy to care for, they appeal
to gardening aficionados and
people who traditionally don’t
garden alike.

2008

Succulents are a perfect fit
for today’s busy younger genera-
tion, who demand the lateststyle
without all the hassle. Naturally
low maintenance, the durability
and low water usage of these
resilient plants forgive even the

Echeveria shaviana ‘Madre del Sur’

Succulents
are a
perfect fit
for today’s
busy
younger
generation,
who
demand the
latest style
without all

the hassle.

www.lgrmag.com

Call to get your sample of the best flexible
container available to gardeners.

888-660-8511

Distributed by: Garden Works

13215 5E 30th 5t, = Belbewvue WA, 98005

www.tufftote.net

« All TuffTotes are made
with 40% recycled plastic!

« 100% ‘retailers guarantee refund’
for any customer returned TuffTote!

» Custom colors and branding available!

+U.V. treated for longer outdoor life!

Write in 789
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most neglectful owners. They an even longer trip. And their  flair and individuality they add  “green” plant, they’re available
are sure to greet globetrotters  water-conserving properties  to the garden or home. in a range of colors from silver
and hard-working professionals  make them environmentally Proving my previous point to sand, purple, pink-edged,

with a splash of green, blue or  friendly and trendy, sure to be that one doesn’t have to be red-tinged and much more.
silver at the end of along day or  a conversation piece with the  green-colored in order to be a  In addition, they boast leaf
designs that run from narrow

CARRUTH "g STUDIO

2.5 Years O‘F Creatlr? Smiles Here’s the latest buzz: BugBand’s™ DEET-free — and

]985 — ZOO highly effective - line of Geraniol insect repellents in our
free retail displays...you only pay for the products.

Our retail displays are designed

to use the minimum amount of floor
or shelf space, but produce maxi-
mum profits. Choose our large floor
display or compact sidekick display.
Each contains our most popular
naturally derived products — pump
spray lotion, towelettes

or wristbands.

Order yours today
or call for more
information.

Hand Cast in Stone Made in the USA WITH GERANID: Call To Order: 800-473-9467
Gift Boxed New Catalog Available BugBand, Inc. » www.bugband.net

. 127 Riverside Drive » Cartersville, GA 30120
800-225-1178 carruthstudio.com
Write in 769 Write in 766
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v Planter Tubs

- Constructed of rot-resistant Northern White Cedar. - Several sizes available.
- No liner necessary. - Available in natural or stained finishes.
- 5year guarantee on all double banded tubs. - Sold in case packs or mixed pallets.

The Maine Bucket Co. - (800) 231-7072 - www.mainebucket.com

Top: Agave 'Rasta Man' is a beautiful, pin-
cushion-type agave that grows in a dense,
compact rosette, eventually producing hun-
dreds of spines. It prefers full sun but is quite
adaptable to shade. The plant habit is more
upright in high light but more weeping in shade.
Bottom: 'Grassy Lassie’ is an aloe like no other.
Its deep-green, narrow, grass-like leaves are
accented with bright orange flowers. It blooms
most of the year and can handle both full sun
and part shade. Sun turns the foliage a deep
bronze color.

Write in 808
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and pointed to thick and curvy,
and even to those with teeth.

Retail Tips

For many lawn and garden

retailers, it is understandably
confusing how best to position
succulents in the store. Fortu-
nately, there is more than one
right way. It depends a lot on

the region of the country you're
in. Frost-free to low-frost regions
can offer them as permanent and
durable components for residen-
tial and commercial landscapes.
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Echeveria ‘Red Glo’

They can be environmentally
responsible and low-mainte-
nance alternatives in high-water-
use areas such as lawns and many
annuals beds. Their natural
beauty makes them resilient and
versatile, and they are sure to be
basking in consumers’ favors for
a long time.

Areas with heavy frost should
promote succulents as seasonal
alternatives to high-water-use
landscapes. They can be planted
each spring, but because of
their slower growth, they won’t
spread as quickly as some
annuals, so encourage your
customers to keep that in mind
when planning. Alternatively to
replanting every spring, espe-
cially good-sized specimens can
be brought indoors before the
first strong frost and be enjoyed
as houseplants in winter — or
year round — before returning
to the yard in spring.

Some succulents are actually
quite frost hardy, even in areas
with severe winters, so educate
yourself well when you select the
varieties that you want to carry,
and then you have the option
to position them accordingly
in your store. All areas of the
country can enjoy succulents as
easy-care houseplants in various
shapes, colors and sizes.

www.lgrmag.com
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Agave 'Reggae Time' sports leaf edges that are clothed with highly decorative, dark-brown teeth that

curve both away from and back towards the center of the plant. Reggae Time's two types of teeth give

this plant some bite and make its leaf edges quite unusual.

The Next Frontier

Succulents are just the begin-
ning of a movement toward eco-
friendly gardening. They are
poised to become much more
important players in the market
and are starting to breach new
frontiers already. Green roofs are
expected to become much more
widespread in the next few years,
and what easier plant to use than
succulents! So, if you haven’t
started adding succulents to your
product mix yet, now is the time.
And if you’ve been selling suc-
culents all along, you’ve already
been doing something very green,
even if you weren’t aware of it.

We all need to remember
that we are the original green
industry, but we also need to
toot our own horn much more
and apply more environmentally
friendly practices to strengthen
our position. Because, as Kermit
the Frog said:

Larger succulents are structural, architec-
tural components in the garden and en vogue
design pieces for the home, but smaller-scale
plants can play more of a supporting — but
equally important — role as groundcovers to
medium-height plants in the yard or in indoor
dish gardens. They're just as easy to care for
and appeal to environmentally conscious hom-
eowners. The SavvySucculent line includes 39
varieties (and growing) of aeonium, crassula,
kalanchoe, sedum, senecio and much more.

“It’s not easy being green.

It seems you blend in with so
many other ord’nary things.

And people tend to pass you over
‘cause you’re not standing out like
flashy sparkles in the water or stars
in the sky.

I am green and it’ll do fine —
it’s beautiful!

And I think s what I want to
be. .

Kerstin P. Ouellet is president of Pen
& Petal, Inc., a marketing communi-
cations firm for the green industry.
She can be reached at kerstin@pen
andpetal.com. For more information
on RetroSucculents and SavvySuccu-
lents, visit www.provenwinners.com
or call (888) 323-0730.

LearnMore!

For more information

related to this article, go to
www.lgrmag.com/Im.cfm/Ig030803

)

www.lgrmag.com

To learn more about joining our
specialty dealer network,
call 800-334-1078 or visit www.hatterashammocks.com

Write in 791

Are You Dreaming of the
Healthiest Lawn Possible?

Quit Dreaming!

The Secret — Soil Secrets.

The best secret to a healthy lawn & garden is a hedlthy soil. The best secret to a
healthy soil is Soil Secrets!

While many companies make claims to feed your soil, Soil Secrets products actually
do just that and more. Best of all this is achieved without foxic

chemicals or harsh fertilizers.

Soil Secrets is a Grower and Producer of Mycorrhizal Inoculants, Cultured Humus,
Compost & Organic Turf Products.

So stop dreaming and start enjoying your healthy Soil Secrets lawn & garden today!

* All Soil Secrets products & methods meet the National Organic Program and are
approved for use on Organic Certified properties nationwide and may qualify for LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) innovation credlits.

** TerrawoRx & Soil Secrets are proud members of the U.S. Green Building Council.
Dealers inquiries welcome and for more information contact:

“TERRAW®

CREATING NATURALPRESCRIPTIONSFOR AEATIR PLAT F A0 R CLEANR EARTH -
o o e
LL.C.
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505.321.3717 www.terraworx-usa.com info@terraworx-usa.com
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