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Winner’s Circle
G R E E N  G O O D S

eciding which varieties to carry in 

your garden center can be quite 

the task. Not all consumers share 

the same tastes, but you want to 

stock plants that you know will sell well. 

That’s why each year Lawn & Garden Retailer puts 

together a list of all the award-winning varieties 

chosen by various well-known organizations. 

All-America Rose Selections, All-America Selec-

tions Hosta Growers Association, Association of 

Specialty Cut Flowers Growers, Fleuroselect and 

Perennial Plant Association are all organiza-

tions dedicated to providing green industry pro-

fessionals, as well as consumers, with valuable 

information about varieties on the market. 

All-America Rose Selections
All-America Rose Selections (AARS) is a 

nonprofi t association of rose growers and intro-

ducers dedicated to bringing exceptional, easy-

to-grow roses to gardeners across the country. 

Its sole function, since its foundation in 1938, 

has been to test new rose varieties to deter-

mine which can be recommended to the rose-

buying public as rose varieties of top quality. 

To be chosen as an AARS Winner, a rose must 

complete a two-year testing process in nation-

wide test gardens. Rose varieties in these trials 

receive only as much care as the average home 

gardener would be likely to give. 

‘Dream Come True’ (Weeks Roses). This 

rose produces yellow blossoms, blushed with ruby 

red at the tips, all set amongst abundant matte-

green foliage. This variety is a vigorous plant 

that yields long-stemmed, long-lived blooms 

with mild tea fragrance, making it appealing in 

the landscape and a great choice for bouquets. 

It is bred to have excellent disease resistance. 

www.weeksroses.com
‘Mardi Gras’ (Jackson & Perkins). With 

blooms in a novel blend of pink, orange and 

yellow, and a peppery scent, ‘Mardi Gras’ 

should enhance the atmosphere in any setting. 

Each high-centered hybrid tea-style bloom 

begins as an apricot-orange bud that slowly 

spirals open to reveal a 4-inch bright-pink and 

orange bloom with a yellow base. This fl ori-

bunda has proven to perform exceptionally 

well across the country with little-to-no care. 

The colorful blooms are framed with dark-

green, semi-glossy foliage, and its upright habit 

makes ‘Mardi Gras’ an ideal rose to use as a 

hedge or in a border with mixed perennials. 

www.jacksonandperkins.com

All-America Selections
All-America Selections (AAS) is the oldest 

international, independent testing organization 

in North America for fl owers and vegetables 

grown from seed. The organization’s purpose is 

to test new, unsold cultivars; to inform gardeners 

about the AAS winners; and to earn gardeners’ 

trust in AAS winners. Before an AAS winner is 

introduced, it is tested at independent test sites 

across North America. Judges evaluate entries 

based on novel fl ower forms, fl ower colors, 

fl ower show above foliage, fragrance, length of 

fl owering season and disease or pest tolerances 

or resistance. There are four AAS trial catego-

ries: vegetable, fl ower, bedding plant and cool-

season bedding plant.

‘Rain Blue and Purple’ (Tokita Seed Co. 
Ltd.). This viola changes from purple and white 

to purple and blue as it matures. This results 

in a spreading pool of cool-blue shades. ‘Rain 

Blue and Purple’ exhibited heat and cold toler-

ance in AAS trials. In winter Southern trials, it 
Left: ‘Mardi Gras’. Top: ‘Dream Come True’. Bottom: ‘Rain Blue 
and Purple’.

By Jasmina Radjevic

These impressive varieties 
wowed judges around 
the world with their beauty, 
fragrance and vigor. 
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YEARS OF INNOVATION

800.888.9669
dewittcompany.com I Sikeston, MO

LARRY DEWITT
Founder and CEO

The Original Waspinator™ 

clears wasps from your 

backyard barbeque so everyone 

can enjoy themselves. The 

fact that it can do this without 

chemicals is an environmental 

bonus and a direct 

result of our innovation.

Write in 824

877-628-6115
www.sweetcornproducts.com

Strong ,  Sty l i sh ,  Innovat ive  Strong ,  Sty l i sh ,  Innovat ive  

• 10 unique shapes

• 6 colorful finishes

• 8 different sizes

• 1,000,000 users!

No/No. An 
extraordinary 
collection of
Wild Bird Feeders.

produced color all season, drawing high scores. Flowering 3- to 4-inch 

pots can be produced in 70 to 75 days from sowing seed. 

All-American Daylilies
The All-American Daylily Selection Council (AADSC) is an organiza-

tion that administers a network of test sites throughout North America, 

which perform rigorous evaluations of daylily cultivars, taking into 

account more than 50 criteria. The dilemma for today’s gardener is 

selecting from more than 40,000 different registered cultivars. Since 

1985, the AADSC has tested or evaluated nearly 6,000 daylilies available 

on the market. Daylilies earning this award show superior performance 

across at least fi ve USDA Hardiness Zones. 

‘Summer Valentine’. This variety’s blooms are well formed and are 

adorned with a wide rose eye and picotees edging. The fl owers are perched 

on 22- to 28-inch tall scapes and fl oat about 5 inches above the foliage for 

a well-balanced presentation. Low maintenance and with high impact, 

‘Summer Valentine’ performs well in borders, beds and containers. 

American Hosta Growers Association
The American Hosta Growers Association (AHGA) is a trade organization 

for nurseries that specialize in the growing and sale of hostas. AHGA aims 

to foster interest in hostas through marketing and educational programs, 

disseminate information on cultural practices and pest problems of hostas, 

and help to standardize hosta nomenclature. The Hosta of the Year Award 

was established in 1996. It is 

selected by a vote of AHGA mem-

bers. Award winners are hostas 

that are good garden plants in all 

regions of the country, are widely 

available and in suffi cient supply, 

and retail for about $15 in the 

year of selection.

‘Blue Mouse Ears’ (E. & J. 
Deckert). This popular hosta 

makes a very tight miniature 

mound of very thick, rounded, 

mouse-like, blue-green leaves. A 

mature plant can grow to 8 inches 

high by 19 inches wide. Leaves 

grow to about 21⁄2 inches long 

by 21⁄4 inches wide. In July, the 

plant is topped with dense clus-

ters of lavender fl owers on scapes 

that rise to 12 inches. This is the 

fi rst time a small hosta has been 

chosen, so it should be adaptable 

in any size shade garden. 

Association of Specialty 
Cut Flower Growers

The Association of Specialty 

Cut Flower Growers (ASCFG) 

provides information on growing 

techniques, marketing strategies 

and new developments in the cut 

fl ower industry. Each year, the 

association tests the latest in cut 

fl owers to determine those that 

perform best. 

‘Blue Glitter’ (Benary). Eryn-

gium ‘Blue Glitter’ serves a dual 

purpose: It adds height in the 

back of a perennial border and 

provides stem length for fresh 

and dried cut fl ower produc-

tion. This variety has silvery-blue 

stems that unfold into an abun-

dance of small shimmering blue 

pincushion fl owers. The inter-

esting texture and color draw 

attention in the garden and ➧

Top to bottom: ‘Summer Valentine’; ‘Blue Mouse 
Ears’;  ‘Blue Glitter’.

G R E E N  G O O D S
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  DON’T LET EXPOSED PIPES SPOIL 
A BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE.

 We’re excited to present top-quality rock enclosures made 

with an all new textured material, RealRock™. This gritty, 

tough, and variegated rock-like surface is astonishingly 

realistic —you truly have to see it to believe it.

•  Several models for covering well, septic and irrigation devices

•  Upgraded commercial construction

• New shapes and sizes

www.dekorraproducts.com 
888.635.8585

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO HIDE?™

Write in 798

Novelty’s NEW Napa planters join Bali & Mesa in the ArtStone

Collection. Napa adds a tall, sleek design to the collection,

while maintaining its stylish, weathered look. Made of

lightweight, proprietary resin, Napa planters are both durable

and fade-resistant. Novelty’s water-minder™ insert feature

provides excellent drainage. Available in 6", 8", 10" and 12"

sizes and come in four colors – Slate, Sage, Grape and Maize. 

Add texture & color with this sleek NEW design

800.442.7336
noveltymfg.com

14" and 16" 
sizes available in
Terra and Denim,
shown above

organization for the ornamental 

plants industry providing a unique 

platform for its members, 90 com-

panies involved in breeding, pro-

ducing and distributing ornamen-

tals. Its main activities include the 

testing, protecting and promoting 

of new fl ower varieties. The Fleu-

roselect Gold Medal is awarded to 

cultivars that have been tested by 

Fleuroselect’s team of independent, 

expert judges and proven to clearly 

surpass any existing variety in terms 

of breeding innovation and beauty. 

in arrangements. Growers appre-

ciate this eryngium for the long 

postharvest life of the cut fl owers. 

www.benary.com

Fleuroselect
Fleuroselect is an international 

‘Ballerina Red’ and ‘Ballerina 
White’ (Kieft Seeds Holland). 
Armeria ‘Ballerina Red’ and ‘Bal-

lerina White’ impressed judges 

with their excellent garden per-

formance. These new varieties are 

early and produce an abundance 

of ball-shaped fl ower heads on 

short, strong stems from June to 

September. These fi rst-year fl ow-

ering perennials have increased 

compactness and uniformity in 

their plant and fl owering habit. 

They also are heat tolerant. The 

main target for these varieties is 

the general bedding plant market 

due to the uniformity, short pro-

duction time and fl oridity. www.
kieft-pro-seeds.com

‘Freelander Blue’ (Clause). 
Besides being compact and uni-

form, prunella ‘Freelander Blue’ 

fl owers early and in great profu-

sion from May to October. It is a 

vigorous, hardy perennial that is 

excellent for the front of borders. 

It can be used for fi ne edgings in 

herb or vegetable gardens. ‘Free-

lander Blue’ is also appealing in 

fl ower beds and containers. Sown 

from seed, this variety will produce 

masses of fl owers in the fi rst year 

and come back year after year. Its 

Top to bottom: ‘Ballerina Red’; ‘Ballerina White’.
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W H E N  D E VA S T A T I O N 
S T R I K E S  Y O U R 

H O R T I C U LT U R A L  B U S I N E S S

option 1:

o r

option 2 (the wiser decision):

C A L L  H O R T I C A

Hortica is the insurance company that can guide you to identify your 
business’ evolving risks and needs, as well as provide finely-tuned 
insurance and employee benefit solutions Our 120 years in the
horticultural world has made us experts in recognizing risks to 
your company before they can hurt your business. Of course, if 
something does happen we will pay your claims quickly to get you 
back on your feet as soon as possible. Hortica is the only insurance 
company you can trust with every aspect of your business.

To get a quote, visit hortica-insurance.com 
or call 800.851.7740.

INSURANCE & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

To guide and provide

fig. 3

Dry your eyes. Abandon 
all hope. Accept your 
fate.

fig. 2

A noble effort. However, noble 
only gets you so far. Go ahead 
and let’em rip. Hope that 
someone takes pity.

fig. 1

Bravely hold back tears.

Write in 785

spikes of tubular fl owers attract 

bees and butterfl ies. www.clause-
vegseeds.com

Perennial Plant 
Association

The Perennial Plant Association 

(PPA) is dedicated to improving 

the perennial plant industry by 

providing education to enhance 

the production, promotion and 

utilization of perennial plants. The 

Perennial Plant of the Year Pro-

gram promotes the use of peren-

nials. Four perennials are selected 

by the Perennial Plant of the Year 

Committee from an extensive list 

of nominations made earlier by 

PPA members. Each year, members 

cast their vote for one of the four 

selected plants with the following 

attributes: suitable for a wide range 

of climate types, low maintenance, 

easily propagated — easily comes 

true from seed or vegetative propa-

gation, and exhibits multiple sea-

sonal interest.

‘Rozanne’ (Blooms of Bress-
ingham). ‘Rozanne’ is a long-

season fl owering geranium that 

may be used as a ground cover, 

as a border-front specimen, as a 

mass planting or in a patio con-

tainer. The large violet-blue fl owers 

with purple-violet veins and small 

white centers offer non-stop fl ow-

ering through the growing season. 

Hardy to Zones 5 through 8, this 

variety thrives in full sun to partial 

shade and boasts exceptional heat 

tolerance and drought tolerance. It 

prefers moist, well-draining soil. The 

20-inch high ‘Rozanne’ mounds to a 

24- to 28-inch spread. www.blooms
ofbressingham.com 

Jasmina Radjevic is associate editor 
of Lawn & Garden Retailer. She can 
be reached at jradjevic@sgcmail.
com or (847) 391-1004.

G R E E N  G O O D S

Top to bottom: ‘Freelander Blue’; ‘Rozanne’.

 LearnMore!
For more information 
related to this article, go to 
www.lgrmag.com/lm.cfm/lg060801
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