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G A R D E N  P H A R M AC YP R O D U C T  F O C U S

By Jodi Torpey

Help your customers keep insects away from their gardens with these unconventional, eco-friendly methods. 

Bugs Be Gone
creates a vibration that causes moles to pack up 

and move away. Many users say they were sur-

prised that the windmill worked so quickly to 

rid their yards of these pests. The rustproof 

windmill covers an area of 100-feet in diameter 

when attached to an 8- or 10-foot-tall galvanized 

pipe (not included). 

Attract and Destroy
A new way to prevent insects from disrupting 

summertime activities is the W*H*Y insect trap 

from RESCUE, available from Sterling Interna-

tional, Inc. (www.whyistheanswer.com). 

The W*H*Y is designed to catch 20 different 

species of stinging insect pests including six 

species of paper wasps, two types of hornets and 

12 species of yellowjackets. Researchers worked 

for more than six years to develop a device and 

an attractant formula that would trap paper wasps, Bald-faced hornets and 

European hornets, in addition to yellowjackets. Research showed that to cap-

ture all of these species, the unit needs three different attractants with two 

trap chambers and two separate entrances. The traps are environmentally 

safe: Once inside the trap, insects die naturally without the use of any killing 

agents. The device is also safe to use in areas frequented by benefi cial insects 

because the attractant is designed to lure only the targeted insect pests. 

Another alternative for retailers is to stock the same tool that helps to keep 

hungry African hippos away: battery-operated radios placed in the garden 

right before harvest. 

Jodi Torpey is a Denver-based garden writer, master gardener and author of 
The Colorado Gardener’s Companion: An Insider’s Guide to Gardening in the 
Centennial State. She can be reached at info@joditorpey.com.

Although separated by thousands of miles, American gardeners and 

farmers in West Africa have a lot in common. On both continents, growers 

have to be creative to fi nd ways to outsmart pests in order to ensure suc-

cessful harvests. Fortunately for gardeners in the United States, hippos in 

the vegetable bed aren’t the biggest problem. 

But there are still plenty of other pests that can ruin a perfectly good 

growing season. Insects, hungry squirrels, browsing deer and other nui-

sance wildlife present a continuing challenge for gardeners from coast to 

coast. Gardeners struggle with trying to fi nd a balance between attracting 

charming critters, like hummingbirds and butterfl ies, while keeping the 

troublemakers out.

Scare Away Pests
Today’s consumers are looking for pest control methods in a variety of 

price points that are also safe for the environment. Chemical repellents and 

homemade contraptions aren’t the only ways! Garden 

centers can add hard goods like these that have 

received rave reviews from consumers:

The Scarecrow Motion Activated Sprinkler, avail-

able from Nixalite (www.nixalite.com), is an updated 

version of a cornfi eld scarecrow, but instead of 

remaining static on a fence, this scarecrow uses a com-

bination of noise, movement and water to shoo away 

unwanted animals. Birds, deer, pets and other small 

animals quickly scatter when they activate the Scare-

crow. The unit waits quietly until alerted by any move-

ment up to 35 feet away. Then it unleashes a three-

second blast of water before automatically resetting 

itself for the next activation. The Scarecrow can be on 

duty 24 hours a day because it detects heat as well as 

motion. The unit is battery operated and uses only two 

to three cups of water per activation. 

Nixalite also offers a Wildlife Barrier Kit that pro-

vides a solution for dealing humanely with problem 

pigeons or climbing animals. The stainless steel, 

needle-strips look like they’d be hazardous to an ani-

mal’s health, but they’re a safe control that keep birds 

and small animals away from protected areas. In fact, 

the U.S. Humane Society has approved the use of 

the Nixalite barrier kit. The Nixalite strips have 120 

points per foot that extend in a 180-degree radius 

to dissuade birds from landing and animals from 

climbing. The strips are designed to be easy to install 

and can be mounted on any structural surface from 

downspouts to bird feeder poles.

In the “squirrels versus backyard birder” battle, 

the squirrels usually win, but now there’s a product that not only evens the 

odds, but is entertaining, too. SquirrelStop, available from Contech (www.

contech-inc.com), is an automatic spinning squirrel deterrent that protects 

hanging bird feeders from ambitious squirrels. Whenever a hungry squirrel 

climbs onto the feeder, the SquirrelStop motor spins the feeder, causing 

the squirrel to jump and leaving plenty of seeds for the birds. This device 

requires no assembly and works with any hanging feeder.  

Another environmentally responsible way to get rid of nuisance wildlife 

is the Mole Chaser Windmill. This inexpensive fan, available from Northern 

Tool (www.northerntool.com), is a safe way to get rid of moles by tapping 

into the power of the wind. When the wind blows, the fan begins to spin and 

 LearnMore!
For more information related to this article, go to www.lgrmag.com/lm.cfm/lg040906

Window fl y killer
Give customers a unique alternative to control annoying housefl ies 
indoors without sprays, fumes or odors. This product is a baited 
sticker that attracts and kills housefl ies for six months. Simply apply 
EPA-approved decorative stickers to window panes for protection. 
Colorful new two-packs are available as shelf displays, clip strips 
and power wings. Aeroxon. www.tanglefoot.com (800) 215-0938. 
Write in 1445

Flowering shrubs fertilizer
Roses and Flowering Shrubs Fertilizer aims to create strong canes 
and rich blossoms for all fl owering shrubs. It is a partly coated NPK 
fertilizer, with magnesium and sulphur, 15-9-14(+2+7) and micronu-
trients. Basacote slow-release formula provides nourishment from 
fi rst planting to maturity. Algofl ash. www.algofl ash.com (800) 714-
4384. Write in 1446

This insect trap is designed to 
catch 20 different species of 
stinging insect pests.

This fan provides a safe way to get 
rid of moles by tapping into wind 
power.
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