Is Your Store

Technologicall
Advanced”

Using outdated technology can be devastating
for independent retailers. An investment in the right
technology can be costly up front but may benefit

your business over time.

By James Dion

ustomers don’t know what technology
you are using in your store, whether it
is outdated, state of the art or expen-
sive. Customers don’t care about that.
What they care about is receiving good
service and an extraordinary experience when
shopping at your store. If their expectations are not
met, they go somewhere else and your store is as
good as any other store or, worse, it’s
not as good and they never come back.

Makes sense, doesn’t it? Yet the
reality is a lot of independent retailers
still can’t deliver the right service to
their customers. One of the main rea-
sons is because they rely on outdated
technology.

The results are devastating for inde-
pendent retailers trying to compete
with the big boxes. Just think about the
last time your store was very crowded
and your customers had to wait in line:
The transactions were excruciatingly
slow and the credit card processing was
even slower. Think of the last time you
missed potential sales because an item
was out of stock — an item of which
you should have had plenty. Or when
your potential customers shopped at a
different store because you didn’t have
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Time-Starved Customers

The right technology for your business can
represent a considerable investment. But have
you thought about its benefits over time? Even
better, have you considered what it might cost
you not to have it in terms of lost sales and
opportunities?

These are some Point Of Sales (POS) must haves:

to have the right POS to get customers in and out
as fast as possible. Don’t make them wait in line
or at the counter because your POS can’t handle
a high transaction volume. If you avoid those
problems, you will have those customers for life,
because if shopping at your store means fast and
easy, that’s exactly where they want to be.

Transaction suspend feature. This is a key
feature for the customers of today and
tomorrow who demand efficiency and
flexibility. This feature allows you to
place a transaction in suspense while
the customer either goes to the car to
get a charge card or back into the
store for additional items. This also
helps speed up processing customers
in line behind this customer and
reduces waiting time.

Gift receipt production. Sup-
plying gift receipts simply makes
returns more accurate and efficient.

Automatic store credits. Auto-
matic store credits can be given on
returned items, thereby reducing cash
refunds and tracking returned items.
These store credits are serialized and
can be used just like a gift card. Often
times, small credit balances either are
not used or lead to larger sales when

what they desired.

Think of how difficult it is to coach
your staff toward higher performance
levels when they don’t even know how
much they should be doing. How many times
have you been in a store as an “invisible shopper”
and the staff is more interested in conversations
with each other than you.
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Customer relationship management software allows you to better understand your existing
customers, so when they come in, you have suggestions ready for them.

Fast checkout and approval of charge pur-
chases. Customers are more time starved than
ever and see shopping as a task rather than a
recreational activity. That’s why it is paramount
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they are redeemed. They also replace
manual issuance of store credits,
which are time consuming and open
to fraudulent use.

Bounce-back coupons. Some cash register
receipts can be programmed to provide “bounce
back” coupons to customers. This will give them
discounts on their next purchases, thereby




Many new software options include suggested-
item prompts, which prompt sales associates to
ask customers if they would like additional items.

increasing the likelihood of repeat
purchases.

The Personalized
Approach

When considering what technology
can do for you, have you thought
about the value of tracking your
best customers’ preferences so you
can reach out to them with special
offers and suggestions? Again,
think of your customers’ busy lives.
If you can help them save time by
selecting what’s right for them
from the many options out there,
you are the place they want to be.

How do you do it? Consider
updating your POS with customer
relationship management (CRM)
software. It will help you under-
stand your existing customers. You
can use this information to keep in
contact with them at the right times
and provide them with things they
may not know about. These added
benefits might drive more business:

* CRM software allows you to
sort customers by highest sales vol-
ume, who they are and their pur-
chase history, how much they have
purchased, when they last made a
purchase, the purchase occasion,
when they were last contacted, etc.

® It can be programmed with
“reminders” allowing you to pull a
list of customers who have made
purchases in the last month from
the database. It can then give you a
ready list of action items. The
reminders can prompt you to fol-
low up with customers when they
have purchased more than a cer-
tain dollar amount in a month. You
can then call them or send them a
“thank you” note.

* The customer database also
allows tracking and reporting of
gross margin by customer, which
will allow you to identify your most
profitable customers and reward
them to increase loyalty.

¢ It allows you to offer loyalty
points to customers, which rewards

them for shopping at your store.
The right POS system tracks each
purchase and assigns points for
the total sale value over time. While
it builds loyalty and increases the like-
lihood of repeat shopping, this also
increases sales by increasing the aver-
age transaction and number of visits.
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¢ It can run a “missing persons”
query, one of the most powerful
tools that this technology enables.
You simply query your database for
the name of every customer who
has spent more than $500 (or
whatever amount you choose) in
the store in the past 18 months, »

steel landscape edging . nursery sign holders

Nursery Sign Holders

Galvanized Steel - Powder Coat Colors

Galvanized Steel Holders For
All Sizes Of Sign Cards

Galvanized Finish
or Powder Coat in
Your Choice of
Six Popular Colors

Stake & Free Standing
Special Purpose Models
Vinyl Sign Cards
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Custom Designs Available

For complete products information:
Col-Met Online Products Catalog

| www.colmet.com

Collier fetal Spectcies, Ine.
3333 Miller Park South,
Garland, TX 75042
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Write in 764

REVIVE

Organic Soil Treatment
THE SECRET BEHIND A HEALTHY LAWN ™

® [ncreases water penetration, letting your lawn use wa-
ter normally lost to evaporation and runoff

# Fortified with iron and micronutrients to turn lawns
dark green

® Organic matter in REVIVE. promotes root activity and
provides fertilizer for your lawn

® Assists in breaking up and loosening of compacted soils

# Safe for use around people and pets

REVIVE® cures dry
brown spots and

turns pale, thin lawns

into lush green lawns

REVIVE® Helps
your lawn to
absorb more soil
moisture and
nutrients

As plant root-zone moisture increases, the plant’s ability to
absorb soil-applied nutrients and air increases. This means that
you can go longer between watering, enhance you lawns
appearance and reduce your total water consumption.

Using REVIVE® can reduce watering requirements 20%-30%*
while greening up your lawn significantly. Visit our website at

www.revive.com for more information.
*Savings dependent on weather, soil type, lawn slope and thatch conditions.

Revive is available as a liquid
in 1 Gallon concentrate for
use with hose-end sprayers, a
64 ounce ready to spray, and
a granular containing DPW
(Dehydrated Poultry Waste)
for added fertilizer value.

REVIVE® Sales offers:
®  Sells throughout the year. Peaksales in June & July

®  Supplemental sales on top of fertilizer sales
&  Coop program & advertising support

For complete product information and
dealer / distributor programs call:
1-888-9REVIVE (888-973-8483)

Revive, Inc.
6501 W. 91st Ave. Westminster, CO 80031

Write in 817
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who has shopped more than five
times and who has not been in the
store in the past six months. This is
a potential missing person who has
been a good customer but for what-
ever reason has not been in recent-
ly. A letter can automatically be sent

to customers who meet these crite-
ria with gift certificates to encour-
age them to return to the store.
Using customer data as a targeting
tool is arguably its single greatest
benefit. As a small-business owner,
you can identify your most valuable

customers and make a greater
investment in time or money to
build upon that relationship.

No Merchandise,

No Sale
Especially during the peak sea-

Flant %m, Futune Witk
GardenMaster

We are seeking addifional Retailer and Distribution
locations and inquiries are welcome. For more
information, contadt Shari Kalbach,
Managing Director, GardenMaster Group
P.O. Box 6585, Englewood, CO B0155-6585
303.792.3000 Fax 303.792.5589

Email: shari.kalbach@pro-group.com

The CISCO Companies  P.L. Rohrer & Brother, Inc. ~ Gard'n-Wise Distributors
Indianapolis, IN Smoketown, PA Denver, CO
317.357.7013 717.299.2571 303.371.9790

H.B. Davis Seed Co., Inc. Southern States Co-op, Inc. Wichita, KS
Albany, NY Richmond, VA 316.838.1451
518.489.5411 804.281.1000
Kansas City, MO
Meyer Seed Wyatt-Quarles Seed Co. 888.639.7704
of Baltimore, Inc. Garner, NC
Baltimore, MD 919.772.4243 Clackamas, OR
410.342.4224 503.655.1475
Lubbock, TX
806.744.8894
i
A Salt Lake City, UT
L ¥ 801.487.6200
Vesit us at
ffddedids, e
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amims  SEYMOUR
Gilmour  PoADMASTER

Write in 810
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Disappearing Fountains

Disappearing Fountain Kits .
Availablein2'x2',3'x3",and 4'x4'
Kits include a heavy duty reservoir, a set of
grates, and a sheet of 1/4° mesh. We carry a full
line of fountain pumps and Asian pottery.

Advanced Water Gardens
400 Jones Rd, Royse City, TX 75189
(972) 635-2321 (972) 635-2233 Fax

Write in 753

Fully assembled & ready to go, the Weed Dragon®
| /s America’s #1 home & garden torch kit! A great
il way lo reduce or liminale herbicide use where chil-
4 dren & pels could be exposed. Weeds & unwanted
vegetation don't stand a chance when exposed fo a
quick bizst of 2000° heat from this durable CSA certi-
fied torch kill A spiit second is all it takes to destroy
plant cell structure leaving the plant to wither & die.
Cwmers also find 100's of other uses
including metting snow & ice, thawing
pipes, staring charcoal buming leaves,
brush & much more.

Durable, Full- \
e, ()4
aboul 14
pallet displays C5A Certified for the
- USA & Camada.

Write in 779
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son, increased sales and customer
volume can make it more difficult
to manage customer expectations
and inventory. It is important to be
equipped to handle these situa-
tions to stay competitive with mass
retail chains. The right POS system
allows for accurately capturing the
exact item detail being sold in
combination with suggested re-
order software, which, in turn,
increases the in-stock position of
merchandise. This ensures sales
are not lost due to out-of-stock
merchandise and, ultimately, leads
to an increase in total sales.
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Customers

are more time
starved than
ever and see
shopping as a
task rather than
a recreational
activity. That's
why it is
paramount to
have the right
POS system to
get customers
in and out as

fast as possible.



Keeping a customer database can allow you to
identify the most profitable customers. Writing
a “"thank you" note or sending a gift certificate
may increase loyalty.

Software should include related-
item or suggested-item prompts
(when an item is scanned, if there
is a related or add-on item avail-
able, the software will prompt the
sales associate to ask the customer if
he or she would like the additional
item), which leads to increased
average transaction value.

Many systems also allow the sales
associate to view the average transac-
tion and items-per-ticket data for the
current shift. This gives feedback to
sales associates and encourages them
to suggestion sell to ensure they
meet or exceed the average sale
amount, thereby increasing the like-
lihood of add-on sales.

Because every transaction is
time stamped, you can run reports
identifying peak selling hours and
increase staff for those times,
which leads to better customer
service and increased sales. With
data from POS, merchandise sys-
tems can ensure the proper level of
inventory and the proper mix.
This increases the productivity of
your inventory and leads to
increased sales and significant cost
savings on inventory carrying
charges and improved cash flow,
which, in turn, increases your
profitability by increasing pay-
ment discounts.

Slow-and fast-seller reports can
be generated to help identify what
is not selling, so early markdowns
can be taken (an early markdown
reduces losses by clearing the item
in season often at a much lower
price than later in the season). It
also can identify other merchan-
dise problems (incorrect pricing,
poor placement, breaking, size
and color problems, etc.) and give
your store a chance to correct
those problems instead of taking a
markdown. Fast-seller reports tell
you when to increase inventory to
meet high demand, thereby
increasing sales.

In addition, the right merchan-
dise system can help you with
open-to-buy budgets, purchase
orders, receiving and more. All
this to save you time and money
and earn customers for life!
Technology is the future, and if
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your business is here for the long
run, it’s your only option. ¥

James Dion is founder and president of
Dionco Inc., a consulting and training
firm specializing in the retail industry. He
can be reached at jimdion@dionco.com

or (312) 673-0187. Visit Dionco Inc. at
www.dionco.com.

A charming burst of
futuristic garden art,
the 28" tall puff flower
is mode by welding
flat metal circles onto -~
steel rods.
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The puff flower is part of |
Rome’s forma garden art
collection which brings
mid-century modernist

flair 1o the backyard.

Call for your 2007 catalog or see us
in the Atlanta Gaordens #15-A-117

ROME

ROME INDUSTRIES, INC.

1703 W, Detweiller Dr = Peorio = IL= 61615-1688
tel B00/B18-7603 fox BD0/936-7663
www.romeindusiries.com

en stake

877-538-3427
877-713-8900

forma

Write in 814

alpinecorp2@aol.com

evest Bedifons o our 3
line of fiberglass fountains Lightweig
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- for easy | placement and construction *
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877-710-0162
877-752-8900
{562) 529-8955
www.alpinedu.com

Write in 752

Brook & Hunter Garden Pruners

One World Trade Center #8300, Long Beach CA 90831
T: 888 827 6658 » F: 562 684 4776 » W: www.brookandhunter.com

Write in 763
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