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O CHRISTMAS TREE:

DECORATING
TREES FOR

MAXIMUM
IMPACT

Learn how you can decorate your display trees
to get maximum impact and make merchandise
fall off the tree and into shopping carts.

By Chris Tkachuck

and Shelli Lissick

t’s almost that time of year

again — time for Christmas

trees and all the trimmings

to come out and shine. But

first you need to come up
with amazing tree displays that will
inspire your customers to shop
until they drop. Fortunately, with a
few simple tricks of the trade, some
inexpensive tools and a little elbow
grease, you can create a whole for-
est of eye-catching Christmas trees
to help make your cash registers
ring nonstop.

Selecting A Tree

The tree is like a canvas for orna-
ments, garlands, toppers and all of the
other trimmings you choose to dis-
play. Think about the statement you
want to make — is it whimsical, bold
and bright, traditional or formal? Do
you need a fullsize or a tabletop tree?
Allow the location and the statement

you want to make determine the size
and style of the tree, because the tree
provides impact and becomes the
focal point wherever it is placed. Trees
with longer needles and upswept
branches look more informal; short
needles and downswept branches
look more formal.

There are many different types
of artificial trees — from traditional
to feather to upside-down trees —
and even trees that can be hung
from the ceiling. Feel free to
branch out and use natural tree
branches, too. They are easy to find
and can make a big impact because
they are unexpected and easy for
customers to replicate at home.

When setting up a tree, remem-
ber to secure it in a stand or urn
and anchor with additional wires
if needed. Then shape each
branch outward and upward,
remaining parallel to the floor,

The most important thing to remember when choosing a color scheme for a tree is that it needs to
make a bold statement. (Photos: Midwest of Cannon Falls)
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and fluff needles lightly. If you are
working with a natural tree, allow
the tree to stand and settle for a
day before decorating.

Lighting A Tree

When it comes to lighting trees,
our mantra is: The more lights, the
better! Lights give the tree depth
and dimension, really set the mood
and build major impact and
drama. There are a few tricks to
remember when lighting a tree:

*One set of 50 mini lights
should cover about 1-ft. of the tree.
The more lights you use, the more
drama you create.

eBefore placing lights on the
tree, test them to make sure each
strand is working.

eFollow instructions on light
sets. Do not plug together different
lengths or different brands.

e Start with the first bulb on the
interior of the tree. Lightly twist the
cord around each branch in and out.

® Conceal wires toward the interi-
or of the tree when crossing over to
the next branch.

*Work in levels and sections
around the tree.

*Conceal and secure excess
cords at the trunk of the tree.

*The icing on the tree? Novelty
lights. Five 10-light sets cover a 7-
ft. tree.

Ornamenting A Tree
The ornaments are what truly
make the tree sing — and the regis-
ters ring. Keep the following tips in
mind when trimming your trees.
Choose a theme or color. The
best thing to do is choose a theme
or color that will make a state-
ment for each tree. Choose just
one element (such as a color,
shape, size or texture) to be domi-
nant on each tree. Use one main
color per tree as a base so every-
thing else will pop when sitting
against it. For example, decorate
your tree with 1-3 shapes of orna-
ments (i.e., balls or drops) placed
throughout the tree. Use orna-
ments that are all the same color
and layer in other theme orna-

ments. The single color will unify
the tree and create a blanket of
color so everything else will stand
out and look spectacular. Repetition
or clustering of ornaments helps to
establish your theme; groupings of
three work well.

Ornament order. Hang large
ornaments first and work your way
down to the smallest. Distribute
ornaments evenly throughout the
tree. Ornaments should hang
freely. Be sure to fill inside spaces,
too, rather than hanging everything
on the tips.

Attention to motion. To draw
attention to a specific ornament,
get it moving! Place ornaments
that you want to draw attention to
on ornamotors, which spin the B

By The Numbers:
Guidelines For Tree Trimming

Tree Height Number of Amount of Number of
(feet) Lights Garland (feet) Ornaments
2 100-150 10 25-35
3 150-250 24 35-50
4 200-350 40 50-75
6 300-450 75 100-175
7 350-550 90 150-200
7% 400-650 100 175-275
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When choosing a themed tree, pick just one
element to be the dominant part of the design.
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Caught mid-action and dressed in unique,
but apt costumes, Peggy Abrams’ Santa
figurines bring merriment and light to the

holiday season.

Prizm
incorporated
Celebrating traditions
& innovations
888-427-4752
WWW.prizm-inc.com

e Santas

Explore the richness of the Christmas sea-
son through Prizm inc.’s Santa figurines.
Intricately detailed Pipka Santa figurines;

each graced with elements of the customs

and heritage fitting for that particular
design. Combining historical and cultural
elements that make each figurine a beauti-
ful culmination of the theme it portrays.

Delightful, artistic creativity makes
these figurines enchanting and
unique.

Write in 858

(

muchling” by Nature's Accents

Call Toll Free for Catalog
866-600-8963 ’

Join the many happy retailers
including the Smithsonian &
Yosemite Nat'l Park who sell our
delightful, well priced natural
nativities, animal & bird ornaments

Write in 853


http://www.prizm-inc.com
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ornament around in a circle or
move it up and down. Ornamotors
can be easily attached and pow-
ered through the light string.
Whichever motion you choose, it is
sure to stand out, draw attention

and boost sales of the specific
ornament in motion.

To make an impact, use 2-dozen
ornamotors scattered throughout a
7-ft. tree. Be sure to use the same
ornament on all of the ornamotors.

For every foot of tree, you will
need approximately 40 orna-
ments. For a 7-ft. tree, you will
need about 280 ornaments, give
or take, depending on the size of
the ornaments.

Museum Worthy.

D006 & DO30 Cedar planter with lattice.
Planter measures: 36"W x 28.5"H x 15" D.
Removable lattice panels measure: 30"W x48"H x 3"D

Available with a natural finish, painted white finish or
one of our many colored stain options. Constructed of
Northern White Cedar, our planter can be planted directly
without the need of a liner. Use as a patio planter or as a
striking display piece at the entryway of a greenhouse or
storefront.

For more information, contact us at:
The Maine Bucket Company
Ph: 207-784-6700
www.mainebucket.com
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Christmas Tree.

Write in 855

Write in 865

Call Evans today For Your

Christmas Tree Supplies!

Keep Christmas Traditions
Alive With A Real Tree!

Christmas Tree Supplies:

* Flock, Flock equipment

* Christmas tree stands

* Removal bags

* Preservatives

* Wreath Rings and Supplies
* Netting and Balers

EV/ANS

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTS

7930 Ziegler Blvd.
Mobile, Alabama, 36608
(800)-832-4521
www.evanschristmas.com

Write in 867
CR 6

Magical Motion enhances our exciting
collection of 50+ Music Boxes!

SNy=

1-800-234-1225
Showrooms: Stamford, Ct.
Atlanta, AMERICASMART, @ 20-E-17 & Hong Kong

Write in 866

Tree lights give a tree dimension, set the mood
and add a dramatic punch to the room.

Don’t Forget
The Garland

Garland is growing in populari-
ty, and nowadays there are many
different styles from which to
choose. From tinsel to beads and
feathers to novelty, you can find
just about any garland to fit your
specific color or theme.

For a unique and interesting
effect with tinsel, bead or novelty
garlands, alternate and mix garland
using two or three different kinds.

For a classic swag, hang garland
from tip to tip. Let the swag fall
freely. The more uniform the
swags, the more formal the look.

To create a spiral look, wire 4-6
strands of garland together at one
end and attach this end to the top
of your tree. Separate the strands
and spiral each one down the tree.

To create streamers, start with 3-
5 strands of garland or ribbon and
place them at the top of the tree.
Let each streamer fall freely to give
a vertical symmetry to the tree.


http://www.mainebucket.com
http://www.barcana.com
http://www.evanschristmas.com

Starting
With
The Basics

You will need a few basic
tools to get started
creating display trees.

Scissors

Wire cutters

Wire in several gauges
Electrical ties

A ladder

Extension cords

Ornament hooks
in various sizes

A small curling iron
(to straighten
wrinkled material)

Anything you can think
of for decorations.

step further and offer one or
more “how to decorate a tree”
workshops to give your customers
the secrets to create their own fab-
ulous tree(s) at home. %0
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Chris Tkachuck is the director of visual
display and Shelli Lissick is brand commu-
nication specialist for Midwest of Cannon
Falls, Cannon Falls, Minn. Lissick can be
reached at s.lissick@mcfcannon.com or
(800) 776-2075.
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For more information related to this article,
go to www.lgrmag.com/Im.cfm/lg 080604

Finishing Touches

Use a classic topper, oversized
bow, star, burst of foliage or a clus-
ter of ornaments to add impact to
the top of the tree. Or you can get
creative and make your own topper!

Use 1-3 tree skirts layered for a
unique look around the base of
your tree. Again, get creative and
feel free to use quilts, rugs, burlap,
urns, trunks, a big gift box or even
a child’s wagon. Experiment and
find a unique style that works for
your store and theme trees.

Picks and spires add impact and
dimension to a tree. For an organ-
ic, natural look, you can also use
twigs, branches and feathers. For a
big, dramatic splash of color, incor-
porate oversized ball or drop orna-
ments in your trees.

Display Extras

If possible, allow customers to
shop from the trees. If you do not
have time to refresh trees to keep
them from looking bare, place
ornaments, garlands, toppers,
etc., in baskets around each tree.
Make ornaments easy for cus-
tomers to reach and buy by plac-
ing the baskets on pedestals, little
tables and/or chairs positioned
around the tree.

Offer how-to sheets (with pho-
tos) that customers can take home
to create the look of one or more
trees in your store. Include a list
of all the products you used to
create your trees — it will help
upsell even more trim. Take it a

Since 1968 the
best in the west

has come from
Silver Mountain

DOUGLASFIR

buyers who want the very best.

Located in what many consider to be the
world’s greatest natural tree-growing area,
Christmas trees from Silver Mountain originate
from prime seed, are given prime care and the result is prime trees which

stand out in the marketplace.

hether the quest is for
Douglas, Noble or Grand
Fir, Silver Mountain
Christmas Trees is the
equivalent of an upscale supermarket for tree

GRAND FIR

Where freshness counts, Silver Mountain is a standout. Trees are harvested by helicopter then individually
baled and palletized to give you unsurpassed moisture retention, faster unloading as well as efficient storage.
However, acquiring beautifully shaped, fresh, fragrant trees isn’t the only benefit of doing business with

Silver Mountain.

Our attention to every detail of buyer service and satisfaction is legendary, a fact that can be confirmed by

our long-time customers.

We have 14, 24 and 36 inch fresh wreaths, greens and garlands. Wreaths are made of Noble fir with accents

of Cedar and Pine.

Our family welcomes your visit and the chance to view the grandeur of Nature’s bounty which is to be found

at Silver Mountain.

A

Silver Mountain Christmas Trees

4672 Drift Creek Road SE ¢ Sublimity, Oregon 97385 ® 503-769-7127 ¢ FAX: (503) 769-3549

www.silvermtnchristmastrees.com * info@silvermtnchristmastrees.com

Write in 860
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