BIRDING/NATURE PRODUCTS

EVERYTHING YOU NEED

With your help, your customers can create an
outdoor haven for their birding desires.

By Carrie Burns

very now and then we are all in need of a refresher —
whether it be a refresher in etiquette, a refresher in rules of
the household or, in this case, a refresher in the necessary
products for a birding department.

As with humans, there are three basic things birds need: food, water
and shelter. And, as you well know, there are numerous products out there
to provide all three. You should carry a variety of these products to service
the needs of different birds and the desires of different customers. Let’s
take it piece by piece.

FOOD

There are so many options when it comes to food, and it often becomes
a sticky subject when discussing which birds eat which food. According to
an article in A Bird’s Eye View, a bimonthly newsletter written by student
members of the American Birding Association, many birds (especially in
winter) eat seeds or berries. But not all seeds and fruit appeal to birds.
Birdnature.com suggests that consumers use plants that will give the great-
est overlap in flowering and fruiting times. Certain evergreens such as
cedars, spruces and hemlocks provide food and serve as an excellent year-
round cover. It may be a good idea to show a chart of what kinds of food
attract which specific birds. You can find a similar chart on
birdnature.com.

So, what about food sources? There are so many bird feeders to choose
from. Particular products for particular birds are usually a good bet. It may
be beneficial to know which birds are attracted to different types of feed-
ers. For example, according to bestnest.com, blackbirds, bluebirds, grack-
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les and quail prefer platform feeders, while titmice, woodpeckers and
nuthatches like tube feeders. Whatever you decide to stock, make sure to
carry a large number of different ones. Here’s a great way to get another
sale: Birdnature.com recommends consumers have two or more feeders to
cut down on competition among species. For example, chickadees and tit-
mice will readily approach a window feeder, while larger birds, such as jays
and cardinals, prefer to feed farther from human habitation.

Wherever feeders are placed, birds may not always take advantage of the
food offered. Birds are cautious and, to ensure survival, may hesitate sever-
al days before approaching the feeder.

WATER

Just like humans, birds need water to drink and bathe. In order to keep
feathers clean, birds depend on a reliable water source year-round, even in
the winter. As we’ve heard with the past and recent West Nile Virus scares,
it is important to keep the water clean, often made possible by keeping it
circulating. There are many birdbaths out there that offer circulation
options. It is necessary to let your customers know why those options are
there and how to use them.

Birdnature.com advises against carrying birdbaths with lead linings, as
poisoning can result.

According to Diane Porter on www.birdwatching.com, there are some
things to look for in a birdbath.

Size. Birdbaths should be no deeper than three inches at the center and
even shallower at the edge, so that a bird can ease its way in.

Sound. Birds like the sound of dripping water. It dramatically increas-
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Bird feeder
Now with a perforated cup, the Vogeli Bird Feeder is a
handcrafted copper bird feeder with many tiny holes in
the cup for good drainage. The feeder is naturally
squirrel resistant and available in two sizes. Vasse
Vaught Metalcrafting Inc. (866) 410-4671.
Write in 1473

Urn and basin

When combined, the Stone Garden
Gothic Guardians Urn and Basin cre-
ate a unique birdbath. United
Design Corporation. (800) 527-4883.
Write in 1472

Birdhouse

The Dome Tent Birdhouse has a hand-painted
resin back that opens for easy cleaning. The
birdhouse measures 5% x 10% x 9 inches.
GSI Outdoors. (800) 704-4474. Write in
1461

es the number of species that visit a birdbath. For example, humming-
birds would never wade into the bath like other birds, because they
bathe only in flight. But they have been known to fly back and forth
through the drips, timing their flights so that they catch water on their
backs on each pass.

Material. Birds don’t want to lose their footing, and they will hesitate to use
a bath with a glazed, slippery bottom. Cement bottoms are often best.

SHELTER

Finally, the most decorative element — shelter. There are so many dif-
ferent possibilities when considering shelter. Like bird feeders, there are
many birdhouses to choose from, and most will serve as both feeder and
shelter. Sure, birdhouses are a fine form of shelter and accents to the gar-
den; however, one form often overlooked is green goods. Shrubs, trees
and plants make for beautiful shelter.

Placement of new trees and shrubs is a good beginning since they will take
the longest to become established. Native plants will provide cover for birds
near the feeding station. This is also a good way to spruce up your birding dis-
plays. But, make sure to let the customer know why it’s there — whether that
be with signage, employees or whatever works best with your customers.
Careful pruning at various heights can turn an unpromising hedge into an
inviting nesting site. Hedges should be pruned during early spring or fall so
that they remain undisturbed during the breeding season. %._

Carrie Burns is associate editor of Lawn & Garden Retailer. She can be reached by phone at
(847) 391-1019 or E-mail at cburns@sgcmail.com.

Platform feeder

The Fly-Through Platform Feeder features powder-
coated steel end brackets that are twisted and
look like tree branches. It is 17% x 12 x 11% inches
and comes with a removable seed tray to make it
easy to clean. The wood is %-inch inland red cedar
with fully routed edges. Backyard Nature Products
Inc. (800) 817-8833. Write in 1452

Suet

This line of Veggie Suets is a non-beef product made
from 100-percent pure vegetable oil and does not
contain preservatives, fillers or pellet food. These are
meant to target all North American wild bird species
that feed on fat and grains from a feeder. This prod-
uct has shelf appeal with its natural tones for packag-
ing. It is available in four flavors: Hi Energy, Blend o'
Bugs Banquet, Ambrosia and Roasted Peanut. Pine
Tree Farms, Inc. (800) 554-9360. Write in 1467

Bird feeder

The Hourglass No/No Bird Feeder is all metal —
no wood or plastic. There is no setup, ships and
stores flat. Sweet Corn Products, LLC. (877) 628-
6115. Write in 1470

Binoculars

The Audubon Compacts are available in
8x25 and 10x25 designations. Both models
feature revolutionary twist-and-lock eyecups for
comfortable viewing whether you wear eyeglasses
or not. The ergonomic center focus wheel allows for
fast, yet smooth adjustments, and both models focus under
10 feet. Comes with a protective case, neck strap and limited lifetime
warranty. Audubon Binoculars. (800) 426-0048. Write in 1451

Hummingbird feeder

The Conifer hummingbird feeder blends with
natural surroundings, has a 16-oz. capacity and is
intended for use with non-colored homemade
nectar. The feeder features three snap-in bee-
resistant nectar ports, a large mouth and snap-
apart base for easy cleaning. Bird Company.
(800) 269-4450. Write in 1453

AUGUST 2004 LAwN & GARDEN RETAILER 37



