
COCOA MULCH
Cocoa mulch is a waste shell from the extrac-

tion of chocolate from cocoa beans. Cocoa
shells are the clean husks removed from roasted
cacao beans used in the making of chocolate.
The shell mulch slowly decomposes and con-
tains approximately 2.5 percent nitrogen, 1.0
percent phosphate and 3.0 percent potash. The
mulch has a soil composition that includes pro-
tein, which aids in decomposition to produce
humus (decaying organic matter). Since humus
is a vital part of plant life, it furnishes the plant
food essential to the growth of microorganisms,
without which plants cannot grow. Soils high in
organic matter may have a rate of water pene-
tration more than double that of soils with a low
organic matter content. This stimulates soil,
providing year-round protection. 

Cocoa mulch has low acidity, making it deli-
cate enough to use on new lawns, as well as
assisting in the absorption and retention of
moisture. It is 100-percent organic, and the tex-
ture of the mulch serves as a natural deterrent
of slugs and snails. It can be used in the fall as
surface mulch and will help prevent the damag-
ing effects of alternate freezing and thawing by
acting as a thermal barrier between the soil and
the environment during the winter and spring.
This allows for protection of the roots during
dormancy and allows for a vigorous break. For
more information go to www.hersheys.com.

HYDROMULCH
Hydraulic mulch (commonly known as

Hydromulch) consists of small cellulose fibers
that are made from 100-percent wood waste or
recycled paper. Hydromulch stabilizes soil, pre-
vents wind and water erosion and provides pro-
tection and warmth for seeds, helping them
grow. It also controls weeds and reduces or
eliminates the need for pesticides. Hydromulch
holds soil moisture, reducing the need for
watering, and the cost is comparable to virgin
materials used for mulching. For more informa-
tion and distributor names go to www.epa.gov. 
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M
ulch: A covering, of
straw, compost, plastic
sheeting or other mate-
rials, spread on the
ground around plants
to prevent excessive

evaporation or erosion and to enrich the soil. 
The definition of mulch is well estab-

lished and clearly indicates the realm of
materials that are used to enrich soil, but
who says that mulch has to be just straw,
compost or plastic sheeting? What about
something different that offers benefits
similar to traditional mulch but adds a lit-
tle décor, and puts a smile on Mother
Nature’s face along the way? 

There are a number of mulches on the
market that have not only gardening bene-
fits but are also environmentally friendly.
Companies are finding ways to put their
unwanted waste materials to use instead of
throwing them away, putting more stress on
landfills. Our investigation into new land-
scape products found a few mulches that
started out as one thing but ended up in
the garden, making it a more beautiful
place with recycled material. 
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Top: Vanil la mulch not only looks decorative on the
ground but in the 2-lb. package as well; Bottom: Mulch
can be used in gardens as well as in potted plants.

By Catherine Evans

WASTE NOT
WANT NOT

Used i tems are no longer tak ing up space in  landf i l l s ,
because they are making way into the garden.  
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orchid plant Vanilla plantifolia. After the extract has
been removed from the vanilla beans, the leftover
product is what makes the mulch. Vanilla bean
mulch has a natural pH of approximately 5.7-6.0, is
extremely stable and can be stored for long peri-
ods of time without any chemical change. Vanilla
bean mulch remains dark brown, even after
months of exposure to sun and extreme weather
conditions, looks decorative, and gives off a scent
after every watering. There is no floating or falling
apart; no attraction of insects, and it is not harmful.
For more information contact Distinctive
Components Ltd. (800) 503-8009.

All of these mulches can add decoration, innova-
tion and a sense of a better environment. They
work similar to traditional mulches, but they add
that little different touch that puts them in a new
category of mulches. Some add color; while others
add an aroma, but they all do the same thing in the
end: enrich the soil, making plants thrive even
more than they would in a healthy garden. Why not
add an extra touch in the process to make your cus-
tomers’ gardens look different from their neigh-
bors’, while at the same time getting the same bene-
fits and a smile on Mother Nature’s face.

Catherine Evans is an associate editor of Lawn & Garden
Retailer. She can be reached by phone at (847) 391-1050
or by E-mail at cevans@sgcmail.com.

RUBBER MULCH
Rubber mulch is a durable, long-lasting mulch

made from 100-percent recycled rubber truck
tires. It is non-toxic, environmentally friendly and
comes in a variety of colors. Rubber mulch is cur-
rently being used in commercial and residential
landscaping, golf course beautification and pot-
ted plants and as park and playground covering,
nature trail covering and atrium decoration. 

According to researchers, rubber mulch lasts
at least 10 years longer than conventional shred-
ded wood mulches and is just as cost effective. It
resists color fade, odor, rot and compaction and
inhibits growth of molds and fungi, reducing
allergy risks. Rubber mulch does not attract ter-
mites and other harmful insects, and it preserves
ground moisture without absorption, keeping
plants in good condition. In times of heavy rain,
flooding or over-watering, rubber mulch will not
float or erode. It also minimizes dust and does
not splinter or melt. For more information go to
www.rubberificmulch.com.

VANILLA BEAN MULCH
Vanilla bean mulch provides potted plants with

a long-lasting, decorative appearance and features
a subtle vanilla aroma. It is produced from the
same vanilla beans used to produce natural vanilla
extract used for cooking and is taken from the
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Trellis 
This new, vinyl obelisk-shaped trellis is made of high-quality vinyl with
a white finish that resists denting. It is weatherproof and requires no
painting or sanding. It will not peel, blister, splinter, flake or rot, and it
is impervious to moisture and termites. The obelisk measures 201⁄2 x 101⁄2 inches at the base. It is 6 feet, 10 inches tall when stand-
ing and 6 feet tall when mounted, since each of the four legs have an extra 8-10 inches in length for anchoring purposes. Westech
Fence. (800) 515-2459. Write in 1517 ç

Deck 
The Advanced Gorilla Deck creates a waterproof surface that provides the home-
owner with an additional outdoor space below the deck. It has an interlocking
design to provide added strength, and the single-piece deck boards are extrud-
ed from 100-percent virgin PVC resins in five colors: white, amber white, tan,
beige and gray. The planks measure 11⁄4 inches x 6 inches and are available in
lengths up to 24 feet. Homeland Vinyl Products. (800) 999-6813. Write in 1523

Deer net 
This plastic, all-purpose net is often used as bird netting over
fruit trees and bushes or over ponds to protect ornamental
fish. Now, it is part of a line of deer deterrent fences and
nets. The 7- x 100-foot Deer Net works as a seasonal plant
wrap to protect landscaping, or as a temporary fence in areas
of light deer traffic. Deer Net’s black mesh is virtually invisible
when installed. Landware. (800) 356-8495. Write in 1518

Lighting Kits 
Kichler’s packaged landscape lighting kits come complete
with fixtures; a transformer with timer, photocell (turns light
on at dusk) and hi/low switch, heavy gauge cable, patent-
ed Quic Disc connectors, light bulb, and in-ground stakes.
Also supplied is a how-to guide that illustrates simple
installation instructions. Six kits are available: three unique-
ly designed path/garden lights, a spot/accent light kit, a
deck light kit and a combo kit, which includes both
path/garden and spot/accent lights. Additional individual
fixtures are also available enabling expansion of the sys-
tem. Kichler Landscape Lighting. (216) 573-1000.
Write in 1526


