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The U.S. Congress will be
back at work as February
arrives but with a few new
priorities. For Republicans,
the growing fallout in the

wake of the Abramoff lobbying scandal has
caused a House leadership shakeup, with
former majority leader Tom DeLay (R-TX)
deciding to step down permanently. Roy
Blunt (R-MO), who has been serving as act-
ing majority leader, faces a challenge from
Reps. John Boehner (R-OH) and John
Shadegg (R-AZ). While Boehner is well
known and supported by business interests
as a result of his chairing the Education
and Workforce Committee, Shadegg
appears to be gaining momentum among
conservatives who believe a major change
is needed. 

The shakeup may not be over either. In
addition to DeLay, Rep. Bob Ney (R-OH)
has temporarily stepped down from a lead-
ership post while he is investigated. There
may be further surprises in store as the
scandal probe widens. Expect both
Republicans and Democrats to advance
new ethics rules as an early priority.
Republicans especially want to put the issue
behind them quickly, as all 435 members of
the House of Representatives and a third of
the U.S. Senate are up for election.
Meanwhile, where are some of the green
industry’s legislative priorities? �
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Showplace member, you’ll receive more of the support you 
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likely to pass a bill anything like
the House version. Still, with anti-
immigrant sentiment running
high, and many in Congress
uncomfortable articulating a vision
on how to wisely address the prob-
lem, a bad bill could emerge from
the Senate, too. If the Senate pass-
es any legislation, differences in
the House and Senate versions
would have to be reconciled by a
conference committee. The end
product would face a single up or
down vote in each chamber. 

American Nursery and Land-
scape Association (ANLA) chairs
the agricultural coalition and is a
leader in the general business
coalition working on the immi-
gration reform issue. Our solu-
tion would overhaul and stream-
line the existing agricultural and
service industry guest worker pro-
grams and provide a real ist ic
opportunity for trusted and expe-
rienced workers who earn proper
immigration status over t ime.
Earned legal status is different
from “amnesty,”  which is  an
unconditional forgiveness. 

While the anti-immigrant forces
try to frame the debate around
“greedy employers wanting cheap
labor,” the truth is that it’s a sim-
ple numbers game. The bubble of
baby boomers is beginning to
retire, and the younger workforce
coming behind them is both
shrinking and better educated. A
growing economy will demand
workers that simply won’t be there
without reforms. 

Many garden retailers and sup-
pliers see the immigration crisis as
the growers’ problem, not theirs. �
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• An informative DVD presentation of our products
allows you to spend more time selling while we 
educate your customers.

• A calendar of national KOI and Water Garden
CONSUMER events that we attend. We educate
consumers, provide samples, and manufacturers rebate 
coupons – all on your behalf! 

• New Nationwide Dealer Directory. Don’t be left out.
If you carry our line and want to be listed, e-mail
us at dealers@microbelift.com. We help drive customers
to your location (no e-commerce listings).

• A monthly e-mail newsletter with timely subjects and 
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• An open pond forum (blog).

Our new website www.Microbelift.com 
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Call or Email us today at dealers@microbelift.com
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Immigration Reform  
America’s immigration system

has been dysfunctional for
decades, and the status quo for
employers has become untenable.
In mid-December the House of
Representatives passed the most

anti-employer legislation we’ve
seen in many years. It is flawed for
what it would do and flawed for
what it fails to do. In short, it
would ratchet up employer respon-
sibilities for verifying the status of
not only new but current workers

and drastically increase penalties
for violations. Employers could
face “alien smuggling and harbor-
ing” charges, and it would do noth-
ing to ensure access to a legal
labor force.

Fortunately, the Senate is not
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Currently, immigration reform is up in the air as the House
passed legislation not in favor of the green industry’s
mostly immigrant work force. The senate is the next step.
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The Big Smile™ Hydrangea is sold exclusively through The 
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Enforcement-only approaches
would devastate most growers, yet
the effects would also ripple
through the supply chain in both
directions. Pot, tag and label man-
ufacturers, equipment dealers and
other suppliers would see disrup-

tion and decline in demand for
their products. 

Many growers are uncomfortable
speaking out publicly on this issue
for fear of being targeted. Others
are taking the risk because their
businesses depend on a solution.

Suppliers and customers can and
should speak out. Send a letter to
Congress telling the story. You can
visit www.anla.org/lighthouse and
enter the “Legislative Action” sec-
tion to view current alerts and sam-
ple letters you can personalize. �
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FRUITLAND COMPANY LLC
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Replenishing your soil with Fruitland
Products will result in beautiful trees,
shrubs, lawns, fruit and vegetables.

Plant row on left

without Fruitland

Soil Activator.

Plant row on 

right with Fruitland

Soil Activator.

WWrriittee  iinn  881188 WWrriittee  iinn  778877

The ANLA
Beacon Political
Education Fund

ANLA established the “Beacon
Fund” in 2000 with a major found-
ing contribution by the Ohio
Nursery & Landscape Association
and the generous financial support
of other committed nursery indus-
try organizations. A political educa-
tion fund is used to raise the
awareness of Congress and the
Executive Branch on critical indus-
try needs. Individuals and corpora-
tions can contribute to this fund.
Contributions are tax-deductible
up to 73 percent of the total
amount as an ordinary and neces-
sary business expense. The current
focus of the Beacon Fund is finding
short- and long-term solutions to
the nursery and landscape indus-
try’s labor crisis.

Current Beacon Activity
In response to the industry’s

need for an available, legal and
affordable labor supply, the Beacon
Fund has propelled ANLA to the
front as a leader in legislative strate-
gy development for the agricultural
guest worker (H-2A), service guest
worker (H-2B) and other immigration
policy reform initiatives. The
Agriculture Coalition for Immigra-
tion Reform (ACIR) was formed in
February 2001 to lead the lobbying
campaign for bipartisan legislation
that would offer short-term relief
and a long-term safety net for the
industry’s labor supply. The coali-
tion has made great progress
toward its reform goals, and pas-
sage of landmark reform legislation
is possible this year. ANLA is a
national co-chair of ACIR.

Practically, the Beacon Fund is
the “victory fund” to enact labor
reform legislation. While a positive
outcome is in no way guaranteed,
the Beacon Fund has allowed the
industry to take significant steps for-
ward in fighting for available and
affordable labor. ANLA and the
Beacon Fund are also supporting
the activities of the broad-based
Essential Worker Immigration
Coalition (EWIC), which is pursuing
labor and immigration reform to
benefit the service industries, includ-
ing the landscape industry.

For more information or to make
a contribution to the Beacon Fund,
contact Craig Regelbrugge or
Robert DeGemmis at (202) 789-
2900. To see a list of current contri-
butions, visit www.anla.org.
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ment for almost all family busi-
nesses in the green industry. 

Health Care
It’s hard to imagine that

Congress would manage to do any-
thing significant on health care
during the election year. Yet,
efforts are continuing to pass the
“association health plan” legisla-
tion. This bill would make it easier
for trade associations to offer their
members more cost-effective insur-
ance products. It is not the whole
solution to this nightmarish prob-
lem, but a start. It’s too early to
call the odds for action this year. 

Lobbying and Ethics
The Abramoff scandal has only

eroded the public’s largely nega-
tive perception of the “influence
business” in Washington, D.C. For
those of us whose job it is to repre-
sent the green industry, the simple
fact is that “Abramoff’s world is
not our world.” The Abramoff case
is an extreme one in every respect,
and the ongoing investigation will
likely find major illegalities and
ethics problems. 

For perspective, there are funda-
mental differences between a
“hired gun” who is paid to get
something solely based on who
they know and staff lobbyists whose
job it is to work with volunteer asso-
ciation leaders to develop sound
policy and articulate that policy to
federal decision makers. All this is
done completely in the context of
the principles and integrity of the
organization involved. �
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Estate Tax 
Senate Republicans are plan-

ning again to bring an estate tax
repeal bill to the floor this year.
However, repeal advocates are
divided over the best strategy for a
permanent solution to the inheri-
tance tax. On one side are

“purists” who believe full repeal is
the only way to go. On the other
are “pragmatists” who believe two-
thirds of a loaf beats crumbs. 

With the federal budget
strained to the limit by military
actions and Katrina relief, 2006
may be a tough year to get legs

under any proposal. Still, Sen. Jon
Kyl (R-AZ), a leader on the issue, is
said to be reaching out to a few
Democrats in an effort to revive
talks on a permanent compromise.
Increasing the amount of an estate
shielded from the tax to $10 mil-
lion would be a major improve-
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Congress is working on passing the “association
health plan” legislation, making it easier for trade
associations to offer members cost-effective insurance.
(Photo courtesy of iStockphoto.com)

*legislative update 1/30/06 9:11 AM Page 32



“One of a kind! 
A place to be and to be seen.” 

- Daniel Marchand,
Buyer, Groupex

Presenting the premier event
for new products, buyer satisfaction, 
and innovative specialty items for 
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Enjoy booths and appointments for 
a more efficient and effective way to 

take care of business.

And with maximum product exposure,
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a trade show can be!

For details or registration,
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- Todd Hambleton, 
President P.S. Manufacturing
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So don’t make the mistake of
“opting out” of involvement in the
political process on the excuse
that an unscrupulous person
broke the law and faces punish-
ment. Politics is a contact sport,

and by its very nature our political
process yields winners and losers.
The surest way to lose is not even
to be on the field. The surest way
to win is through integrity and
steadfast commitment. 

Craig J. Regelbrugge is senior director of
government relations for the American
Nursery & Landscape Association. He can
be reached by phone at (202) 789-2900 or
E-mail at cregelbrugge@anla.org.
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BC201 Bear Chair

Award winning adirondack style furniture in Northern White Pine or
Western Red Cedar. Available in kits with sanded and pre-drilled
pieces, easy to follow instructions and all necessary hardware. Great for
your deck or dock or place in your backyard under a tree! All of our
furniture is encased in tight fitting, fully labeled cartons 
which can be shipped anywhere in the world. Great for 
gifts or corporate promotions! 

Call today 800-421-1406 • Fax 705-386-0915
www.thebearchair.com • email info@thebearchair.com

Adirondack Style Furniture
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A NEW look in the garden statuary featuring 
exquisite sculpting and fine details with licensed 

John Deere and Case IH trademarks.

To learn more about products and to receive a FREE catalog and 
price list please call toll free 1-800-844-8067 ext.245 or

E-mail: custservice@speccast.com

SpecCast Collectibles
428 6th Ave NW • Dyersville, IA 52040

www.speccast.com
Toll Free: 1-800-844-8067 • Fax: 563-875-8056 LGR1

Painted Resin Statuary & 
Garden Rocks
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LearnMore!
For more information related to this article, 
go to www.lgrmag.com/lm.cfm/lg020602
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